
Practice good farm hygiene

Originally prepared as part of the Chestnut Blight project 
but has been reformatted as part of Project Ch22000 – 
Chestnut industry communications program.

This project has been funded by Hort Innovation using the 
chestnut research and development levy and funds from the 
Australian Government. For more information on the fund 
and strategic levy investment visit horticulture.com.au

This helps to avoid spreading Chestnut 
blight, Phytophthora sp., or other diseases

HYGIENE
IN THE 
ORCHARD
Six Step Pathway to Hygiene

Most things that move onto your property can be a 
potential source of disease. Monitor the movement of: 
• animals • plant & propagation materials • water sources
• feed & chemicals • machinery & tools • storage
containers & packaging

1 Farm Inputs
What you do on your property supports biosecurity in your 
region – locally every farm may be affected.  
Make sure you are not: • spreading diseased plant material 
• sharing contaminated tools & machinery.
Aim to get feral trees removed from your region asap!

2 Farm Outputs

Protect the health of your crops from damage, wounds and 
disease spread by: • minimising the risks associated with 
feral animals • restricting movement in the orchard •  work 
with neighbours to develop a feral animal control program

3 Feral Animals
& Disease Spread

• Understand who enters your property (record comings &
goings) • restrict entry points to a carpark •  use signage &
biosecurity signs • use a biosecurity kit •  dedicated wash-
down areas for cleaning vehicles, tools & machinery • avoid
parking under trees in the orchard

4 People, Vehicles
& Equipment

• Regularly sample & survey for signs of disease i.e., dead
branches, orange lesions • remove dead & dying trees (as 
these can be hosts for disease) • know your disease!

If you have an infected tree: • limit human & livestock 
movement through the orchard • use an alcohol solution to 
sterilize pruning tools from tree to tree as you work • apply 
hygienic practices •  burn infected prunings & trees early

5 Farm Production
Practices

• Training: Come to volunteer & field days 
• Learn online at: www.agriculture.vic.gov.au/

supportandresources/elearning/biosecurity-courses

6 Train, Plan & Record

Create a biosecurity plan today
www.farmbiosecurity.com.au

Don’t hesitate to ask for help!

For more information,  
a free chestnut blight guide 
& to report suspect disease
Agriculture Victoria Hotline - 1800 084 881
ibo@chestnutsaustralia.com.au

www.chestnutsaustraliainc.com.au


